What | Love About...
Cannonball Adderley

Vickrey




Cannonball Adderley
Overview

e Born - September 15th, 1928, Tampa, FL

* Died - August 8th, 1975, Gary, IN

* Born Julian Edwin Adderley, Cannonball got his nickname from the word
“cannibal” for is “voracious” appetite. One of his friends mispronounced
the word cannibal as “cani-bol.” The name stuck and over time it became
‘cannonball.” Parents were educators and his father was a trumpet player.




Cannonball Adderley
Overview

« 1955 - Originally planned to pursue graduate studies in Manhattan. One night he sat
in with Oscar Pettiford’s band at the famous Café Bohemia and became an
overnight sensation in the musician circles of NY. A buzz started that Cannonball

was the “heir” to Charlie Parker.

e Later he joined his brother and cornet player, Nat Adderley, to form his first quintet
that had little success.

 Article from 2005 about how the Adderley brothers came on the scene in NYC -
https://www.theledger.com/article/LK/20050619/News/608129814/LL



https://www.theledger.com/article/LK/20050619/News/608129814/LL

Cannonball Adderley
Overview

e 1959 - Cannonball reformed his quintet with his brother Nat, which started to
become more successful. Adderley continued to lead popular small groups for
the rest of his career.

e His interest as an educator would continue to carry over into his recordings.
1961 - Narrated the book The Child’s Introduction to Jazz on Riverside Records.

e Cannonball’s series of quintets would go on to feature multiple jazz giants:




Cannonball Adderley
Overview

o Cannonball is known for being primarily an alto saxophonist, but
he did double on soprano saxophone on some recordings later
in his career.

* Was a kind and generous man who nurtured and promoted
young musical talent. He called Wes Montgomery to the




Cannonball Adderley
Overview

» Later in his career, he began to reflect the influence of “electric
jazz” in the early 1970's.

e A clip from his performance at the 1970 Monterey Jazz Festival
was featured in the Clint Eastwood film “Play Misty for Me”




Cannonball Adderley - Style
of Playing
e Influences - Charlie Parker & Benny Carter mostly.

* Played in the bebop style but also combined with the rhythm-
and-blues style of Carter.

* His music wasn't considered groundbreaking like Bird, but he
~ was a masterful technician of the saxophone playing many fast




Cannonball Adderley -
Impact on me as a musician

| first heard Cannonball Adderley on the record
‘Kind of Blue” when | was in my late teens. | was
still obsessed with Charlie Parker at the time so |
wasn't paying too much attention to him yet.

» | really started getting into Cannonball in




Cannonball Adderley - What
grabs me about IS musIc

 |t's all about the sound! Cannonball had a beauitiful, lush, and vibrant sound. It
wasn'’t too bright or piercing, but very full and round. I've tried so hard to
duplicate his sound and | can’'t come close!

 Articulation - Cannonball was a master of articulation. He had the speed of
Charlie Parker, but his lines and articulation (in my opinion) are much more

clean and exact.

 |nflection - His inflections are very distinguishable to me and his style is almost
~instantly recognizable. He employed a rich vibrato on ballads and where




Cannonball Adderley -
Notable Recordings

* “Somethin’ Else” with Miles Davis - 1958 - https://youtu.be/u37RF5xKNQg8

* Miles Davis - “Milestones” - 1958 - https://voutu.be/HJKW710|D

* Miles Davis - “Kind of Blue” - 1959 - https://voutu.be/bAC5VI1REZg

e “Quintet in Chicago” aka “Cannonball and Coltrane” - 1959 - https://youtu.be/pcgMZZzxVPk

e “Them Dirty Blues” - 1960 - “Work Song” - https://youtu.be/ViepuNi40M8



https://youtu.be/u37RF5xKNq8
https://youtu.be/HJKW7IOjDQQ
https://youtu.be/bAC5Vf1REZg
https://youtu.be/pcqMZZzxVPk
https://youtu.be/VlepuNi40M8
https://youtu.be/tNJmzyxwYOI
https://youtu.be/SpqQwbayrzM
https://youtu.be/A-8-qSYlrQs
https://youtu.be/8R-yU8c8NxU
https://youtu.be/bRv9T06Gk74

Cannonball Adderley - The
lake Away

e Key jazz alto saxophone voice rooted in bebop, blues,
and hard bop styles.

e Rich vocabulary with distinguishable style and
nfectious inflections.”




