tone Sax Basics




Discussion lopics

* Preparation and Assembly

e Posture, Breathing, Hand Position, Playing Position,
Embouchure, and Tone Production




Preparation and Assembly -
What you NEED

e Saxophone with saxophone case
 Neckstrap/harness

ure, moutnp

+ Mouthpiece, liga ece cap




Assembly - Part 1

* Case flat on the floor before opening, logo facing up

e Soak the reed in your mouth or cup of water

e Place mouthpiece on the neck, twist and push over
cork about half way. (Use cork grease If needed




Assembly - Part 2

e Place your neckstrap around your neck

* Pick up the saxophone by the bell, never by the rods or
keys!

e Attach the neckstrap to the ring on the back of the




Posture

» [Feet flat on the ground.

» Sit on the edge of the chair, not resting back on
the back of the chair.




Breathing - IMPORTANT!

e Breathing in - Your stomach area should expand.
Place hand on stomach to practice this.

* Avoid raising shoulders, more shallow of a




Hand Position

* LH index finger on the second key, skip a key,
middle finger on the next key, and ring finger on the
next. Pinky operates spatula keys. LH thumb placed
on the back thumb rest, touching the register key

* RH under the thumb hook. Fingers on the pearls
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Playing Position

« Remember where hands go.

* Move saxophone to the right hand side of the
body.




Embouchure

e Use neck and mouthpiece first.

 Embouchure - formation of your mouth around the mouthpiece to
produce the sound.

* Roll half your bottom lip over your bottom teeth and place about half
an inch of the reed in your mouth.




Tone Production

* Proper breath: Breathe through the corners of
your mouth, stomach expansion, don't raise
shoulders.
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Creating a good sound

* Long tones are best for developing a good
sound.

e Keep air consistent while blowing.




Articulation

e Use the tip of the tongue against the tip of the reed to
articulate and start the sound.

e Avoid using too much of the tongue against the reed.

This may create a “slapping” or “thunky” type of
~sound. "These can be useful later on, but only after




Technique - Concert /
Classical

« Recommended books (Concert playing and beginner)

e Middle School - Essential Elements, Accent on Achievement,
Standard of Excellence

* High School and Adult Beginner to Intermediate - Rubank
Method Series, 25 Daily Studies for Saxophone (H. Klose), 48




Technique - Jazz / Modern

* Recommended books (Jazz and Mondern playing

o Jazz Conception Series - Lennie Niehaus

« Patterns for Jazz (Treble Clef) - Jerry Coker




Gear - Brands, Mouthpieces,
Reeds

 Prominent Saxophone Brands:

e Selmer, Yamaha, Cannonball, Keilwerth, Yanagisawa, Jupiter, P.
Mauriat. Older (Martin, King, Conn if in working order

e Prominent Classical / Concert Mouthpiece Brands




Selected Listening - Bari
Players / Groups / Albums

e Gerry Mulligan - Miles Davis’ “Birth of the Cool,” “Gerry Mulligan Quartet with Chet Baker,”
“Two of a Mind,” (w/ Paul Desmond)

* Pepper Adams - “Encounter!,” “10 to 4 at the 5 Spot,” “Ephemera,” “Blues & Roots - Charles
Mingus”

e Harry Carney - Duke Ellington Band - “Far East Suite - Agra,” “The Duke’s Men,”

“Sophisticated Lady” - Youtube Link - https://youtu.be/brgxEdwsTQs (Features circular
breathing technique

Three Baritone Saxophone Band - Pla ulligan - Nick Brig Ronnie Cuber, Ga



https://youtu.be/brqxEdwsTQs

Other Sources for Baritone
Sax

e Jazz at Lincoln Center YouTube Channel

e |azzbarisax.com - Excellent source for all things

jazz bari sax!



http://jazzbarisax.com
http://jodyjazz.com/facing-charts/
http://www.wwbw.com

