What | Love About...
Paul Desmond
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Paul Desmond - Overview

« Born - November 25th, 1924, San Francisco, CA (Paul Emil
Brietenfeld

e Died - May 30th, 1977, Manhattan, NY

e Began on clarinet at 12 years old. Began saxophone as a freshman
in college (San Fran State). Drafted into the military for 3 years but
never saw action.
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Paul Desmond - Overview

* Influences - Lester Young, Lee Konitz.
* His sound has been characterized as light, melodic, floating, and airy.
« Witty, quipping, and darker sense of humor. Some quotes that are interesting:

* “| have won several prizes as the world's slowest alto player, as well as a special
award in 1961 for quietness.”

» ‘I was unfashionable before anyone knew who | was.”
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Paul Desmond - Impact on
me as a musiclan

 Heard Paul Desmond not long after | heard Charlie
Parker, due to first saxophone private teacher.

* Heard the most famous song associated with Paul
Desmond, “Take Five.”




Paul Desmond - What grabs
me about his music

* His sound is very unique and very recognizable.

» "Effortless” playing when weaving melodies through chords.

e Smooth and flowing, known for making use of the “altissimo”
register of the alto saxophone.




Paul Desmond - Notable
Recordings

e 1953 - “Jazz at Oberlin” - Dave Brubeck Quartet
« 1957 - “Gerry Mulligan - Paul Desmond Quartet”
e “Line for Lyons” - Mulligan
e “Body and Soul” - J. Green
e 1959 - “Time Out” - Dave Brubeck Quartet

- D. Brubeck

~» "Blue Rondo a la Turk”



Paul Desmond - The Take
Away

 Known for his melodic/contrapuntal style, his unique sound, and his
smooth, flowing playing.

* One of the key jazz alto sax players in West Coast / Cool Jazz style.
e As a saxophone player, | feel it's important to study many styles of

playing. | feel this style gets overlooked a lot by young players
because it's not as “flashy.”




Paul Desmond - Youlube
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e “Jazz at Oberlin” - Dave Brubeck Quartet - https://youtu.be/
S|wbUSpHIA

o “Gerry Mulligan - Paul Desmond Quartet” - https:
4izBrTgClm|

e “Time Out” - Dave Brubeck Quartet - https://youtu.be/ 1d-AxidmhY
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